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THIS WEEK'S DIARY:
Monday 23rd
9:00am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
2:30pm Kneeler Group Meeting (36 High St)
Tuesday 24th
9:00am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
3:00pm Rosary Group (St Mary's)
7:30pm Shrove Tuesday Supper (Bushel & Strike)
Wednesday 25th: Ash Wednesday
9:30am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
10:00am MidWeek Communion w/Ashing (St Mary's)
8:00pm Choral Eucharist with Ashing (St Mary's)
Thursday 26th
9:00am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
4:00pm Meeting on Youth (Rectory)
8:00pm-9:00pm Bellringing Practice (St Mary's)
Friday 27th
9:00am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
7:00pm-7:45pm Junior Choir Practice (St Mary's)
8:15pm Senior Choir Practice (St Mary's)
Saturday 28th
9:00am Morning Prayer (St Mary's)
4:00pm Baptism rehearsal (St Mary's)

Sunday 22nd February 2009  - The Sunday before Lent

NEXT SUNDAY
Sunday 1st: 1st Sunday of Lent
8:00am Holy Communion - BCP (St Mary's)
10:15am Family Service (St.Nicholas, Hinxworth)
10:45am Service of the Word with Baptism (St Mary's)
6:30pm Choral Eucharist (St Mary's)

For your Prayers this week:
Please pray for those who are sick including:

Stan Aldridge, Gill, Brian Wheeler, 
Derrick Haig, Andy, Barbara Nye and 
Jackie Pritchard

And pray for the family and friends of those who have recently died:
William Livings

SUNDAY SERVICES
9:15am Parish Eucharist (St.Nicholas, Hinxworth)

Hymns: 135, 40, 434

9:30am Holy Communion - BCP (St.Vincent’s, Newnham)

10:45am Parish Eucharist (St Mary's)
6:30pm Choral Evensong (St Mary's)

Psalm: 2
1st Reading: 1 Kings 19.1-16
2nd Reading: 2 Peter 1.16-end
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Shrove Tuesday Supper The Tuesday in the Bushel and Strike. 
Tickets available from Allan Budgen or Caroline Russell.

NEW ROTA - Please pick up your new 
readers/Intercessors Rota 

at the back of church today.

Special 
Service

The next Kneeler meeting will be on Monday 23rd Feb 
at 36 High Street at 2:30pm 

St Albans Cathedral Choir
Conductor Andrew Lucas
Organist Tom Winpenny

Singing music from the classics 
of the English Cathedral repertory

St Mary’s 7th March 2009 at 7:30pm
All proceeds toward St Mary’s Restoration Fund

St Mary’s Lent Course 2009
Why we do what we do in Church

Understanding why we do what we do in church will greatly enrich 
your worship. This four week series of presentations aim at 
demystifying some of the things we do in church and clarifying some 
of the theology and history behind them. Led by Simon, we will cover 
a basic introduction to liturgy, acts of baptism and confirmation, 
weddings and funerals, and the Eucharist. We will finish after the 
four sessions with an ’Alternative Eucharist’ in the setting of a meal. 
Dates are: Tue 3rd March, Thur 12th, Wed 18th, Wed 25th and the 
Eucharist on the 1st April.  All meetings are in St Mary’s Church at 
8:00pm. Put these dates in your diary. All Welcome.

Mark 9.2-9

Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved; listen to him!”

Reading is Important.
New versions of Reflections for Daily Prayer 

are available today at the back of church 
at �4.25 - please take yours today.

Ash Wednesday
Start your lent of right.

Come to the Ash Wednesday Eucharist 
with imposition of Ashes 

St Mary’s - This Wednesday 8:00pm.

www.stmarysashwell.org.uk    


22 February, 2009 - The Sunday Next Before Lent 

Collect of the Day
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: give us grace 
to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to 
suffer with him and be changed into his likeness, from 
glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen.

First Reading
2 Kings 2.1-12
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven 
by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the LORD 
has sent me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and 
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; 
keep silent.’ Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the 
LORD has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.’ So they came to Jericho. The company of 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and 
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take 
your master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I 
know; be silent.’ Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for 
the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.’ So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the 
company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry 
ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 
you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard 
thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 
will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying 
out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Psalm
Psalm 50.1-6
1 The Lord, the most mighty l God, has l spoken ♦

and called the world from the rising of the l sun l
to its l setting.

2 Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, l God shines l
forth; ♦
our God comes l and will l not keep l silence. 

3 Consuming fire goes l out bel fore him ♦
and a mighty l tempest l stirs al bout him.

4 He calls the l heaven al bove, ♦
and the earth, that l he may l judge his l people:

5 ‘Gather to l me my l faithful, ♦
who have l sealed my l covenant with l sacrifice.’

6 Let the heavens del clare his l righteousness, ♦
for l God himl self is l judge.

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 4.3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 
For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness,’ who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel
Mark 9.2-9
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 
earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came 
a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 
with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son 
of Man had risen from the dead. 

Post Communion Prayer
Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ: may we who are partakers at his table reflect 
his life in word and deed, that all the world may know 
his power to change and save. This we ask through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


